Delivering a truly
“World Class” Great
Koala National Park

Comprehensive reserve assessment
and selection, urgent gazettal and
conservation management all needed
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Figure 1I: GKNP Map January 2026 with sectors
needing inclusion in the GKNP to accomplish a

World Class Conservation Reserve
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Executive summary

SN

\

For about a decade, starting
with leader Luke Foley in 2013,
the NSW ALP promised the
delivery of a “World Class”
conservation reserve on the
Mid North Coast, the Great
Koala National Park (GKNP).

The ALP was elected to Government in March
2023 off the back of their promise to deliver a
World Class GKNP (effectively the only major
environmental commitment made for this
election). To the immense relief of the regional
community on 7 September 2025 the ALP
announced a moratorium on logging of 176 000
hectares of native forest within State Forests in
the region (Appendix 2). Of particular note is the
fact that this announcement was made by the
Premier and his Ministers within areas of restored
and regenerating Eucalypt plantation conserved
within Bongil Bongil National Park by the NSW
ALP in the mid-late 1990s.

A map released in mid-January 2026 by

the NSW Government (Figure 1 and Appendix

1) depicts the current iteration of the GKNP
boundaries. Whilst the temporary moratorium
on industrial logging of 176 000 hectares of
native forest, the seemingly apparent proposed
protection of Bollanolla and its inclusion in the

Delivering a truly “World Class” Great Koala National Park

GKNP and ongoing efforts to establish a World
Class conservation reserve are warmly welcomed
and strongly supported by the community, the
current version of the GKNP needs substantial
improvement in order to deliver a World Class
conservation reserve. This report provides the
NSW Government with clear guidance about

and irrefutable evidence in support of the

urgent gazettal of a World Class GKNP that
protects the Outstanding Universal Values of this
globally significant landscape and that delivers a
functional, intact and viable reserve with integrity.

Major additions (of 7 major sectors and

3 smaller sites) are needed to the current (January
17 2026) footprint of the GKNP (detailed in Table 1
below) to make it a World Class reserve because
it currently does not protect the largest coastal
Koala population in NSW (occupying Bongil
Bongil National Park, Pine Creek, Orara East

and Tuckers Nob State Forests), allows ongoing
clearfell logging of native forests (many of which
have been falsely claimed to be “plantation”),
excludes large areas of globally significant
publicly owned native vegetation and fragments
species populations and prevents the movement
of species between reserves (including existing
Gondwana Rainforest World Heritage Areas).

We look forward to the NSW Government acting
upon this report and urgently delivering a truly
World Class GKNP because it will benefit this and
all generations to come and will be the finest of
legacies for the ALP Government.

Ashley Love (January 2026) 3



Sector

Values

Table 1: Summary of Sector Values and Koala
Subpopulations (Scotts, 2013)

Scotts’ Koala Subpopulations

1. Conglomerate -

Wedding Bells State
Forests

Solitary Islands Marine Park
(SIMP)

Most biodiverse tall Eucalypt
forests

Exceptional microbat diversity
Threatened flora hotspot

Hollow-dependent threatened
species hotspot

» Red Rock—-Wedding Bells—
Conglomerate

» Coffs Northern Beaches

. Orara East-Lower

Bucca State Forests
— Bruxner Park
Flora Reserve

SIMP
Key north-south corridor

Endangered Ecological
Communities

Koala stronghold

» Lower Bucca—Orara East
» Coffs Northern Beaches

. Largest Koala
population in NSW
(Orara West, Pine
Creek/Tuckers Nob
State Forests)

Globally significant Koala
population (Assets of
Intergenerational Significance)

Water supply catchment for
Coffs Harbour (Orara West)

Extensive native vegetation
communities falsely identified
as “plantation”

» Bongil Bongil-Pine Creek

» North Bellingen—Glennifer

» Coffs Harbour-Toormina—Korora
» Orara West—Boambee

» Bonville

. Bellinger-
Nambucca lowlands
(Newry, Gladstone
and Tarkeeth State
Forests)

Delivering a truly “World Class” Great Koala National Park

Extensive native vegetation
communities falsely identified as
“plantation”

Extensive Endangered Ecological
Communities

Multiple Threatened Species

Major remnant blocks of high
conservation value coastal and
subcoastal vegetation

» Southern Hinterland
» Southern Coastal

Ashley Love (January 2026)



Sector Values Scotts’ Koala Subpopulations

5. Wild Cattle Creek Coffs—Clarence drinking water » Coffs Harbour Hinterland
State Forest supply catchment

Gondwanan ecosystems of
Outstanding Universal Value

Extensive native vegetation
communities falsely identified
as “plantation”

Key linkages between 3
Gondwana Rainforests WHA
(Dorrigo, New England and
Mt Hyland)

6. Clouds Creek State Coffs—Clarence drinking water » Chaelundi—Clouds Creek
Forest supply catchment » West Dorrigo

Gondwanan ecosystems of
Outstanding Universal Value

Extensive native vegetation
communities falsely identified as
“plantation”

Key linkages between 3
Gondwana Rainforests WHA
(Dorrigo, New England and
Mt Hyland)

7. Ellis State Forest Coffs—Clarence drinking water » Chaelundi-Clouds Creek
supply catchment » West Dorrigo

Gondwanan ecosystems of
Outstanding Universal Value

Extensive native vegetation
communities falsely identified as
“plantation”

Key linkages between 3
Gondwana Rainforests WHA
(Dorrigo, New England and
Mt Hyland)

Delivering a truly “World Class” Great Koala National Park Ashley Love (January 2026) 5



Making the Great Koala
National Park a world class
conservation reserve

On September 7 2025 the NSW Government announced
a moratorium on logging within State Forests
proposed as the Great Koala National Park (GKNP).

At that time the Government released a relatively
low-resolution map (thereafter repeatedly
refusing to provide the spatial data of areas
specifically covered by this moratorium). Of
immense ongoing concern is the fact that critical
Koala and threatened species habitats, crucial
connecting public native forests and public lands
essential for the integrity and viability of a world
class GKNP continue to be excluded from the
reserve. Of greater concern is that extensive
clearfell logging by the Forestry Corporation of
NSW (FCNSW) continues within areas of public
forest that are essential for the viability, integrity
and function of the GKNP and that possess
Outstanding Universal Values necessary for the
eventual inscription of these public assets into the
World Heritage list.

This report provides the NSW Government
with what is necessary to establish the GKNP
in accordance with their commitment to deliver

Delivering a truly “World Class” Great Koala National Park
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a World Class conservation reserve. Major
changes are needed to the current iteration of
the boundary map (16 January 2026) and to

the gazetted footprint of the GKNP in order

to deliver a World Class conservation reserve.
This is mostly because major areas of globally
significant public native forest are excluded and

a host of State Forest lands are excluded from
the reserve. All are needed to be conserved for
the integrity, function and viability of the GKNP.
Continuing the logging of substantial areas within
the immediate footprint of the GKNP, including
ongoing extensive clearfell logging, is absolutely
incompatible with conservation management

of the GKNP. Industrial logging by FCNSW
continues to adversely impact upon the integrity,
viability, structure and function of the GKNP and
to actively degrade the conservation values of this
World Class public forest estate asset.




Water security

Critical need to retain forest cover to maintain
water security, municipal water supply, foundational
industries and the health of the Solitary Island
Marine Park.

Maintaining and enhancing forests and forest
cover maintains and enhances water security
(water quality and quantity). Clearing forest
cover from within the Great Koala National Park
deprives the region of water security. All in the
region benefit from protecting and maintaining
water security. This is particularly important with
the climate crisis now causing major reductions
in water availability across NSW and Australia
and the GKNP region having a wet climate

(with much of the region being a moist ancient
Gondwanan refugial landscape) with among the
best availability of water resources. There are
three main categories of beneficiary of the water
security provided by the forests of the GKNP,
these are listed below:

Municipal water supply

Maintaining municipal water security for over
200 000 residents from Kempsey to Grafton
requires maintaining and enhancing forest cover
on public lands. All businesses, schools, hospitals
and community facilities in these communities
are reliant on water supplied from the forests of
the GKNP.

Key beneficiary industries of water
provided by the GKNP

Publicly owned forest cover across the Great
Koala National Park ensures water security for

the agricultural, horticultural, fisheries and
tourism industries.

Delivering a truly “World Class” Great Koala National Park
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Solitary Islands Marine Park (SIMP)

Forests along the Northern Beaches of the Coffs
Harbour Local Government Area (LGA) from
Coffs Creek to the Corindi River are all essential
catchment areas for the SIMP. These catchments
encompass parts of Orara East, Wedding Bells
and Conglomerate State Forests. Substantial
broadscale deforestation (Figure 1) has occurred
in recent years across these forests, causing
significant degradation to the catchments
sustaining the SIMP.

Collectively, these users and beneficiaries of the
water security provided by the GKNP generate
billions of dollars of annual regional economic
value and employ the majority of residents in
the region (tens of thousands of jobs). Ongoing
clearfell logging of the GKNP is badly harming
and degrading the water security of the region.
Extensive logging of native forests comprising
the GKNP up to the imposition of a moratorium
on 7 September 2025 on parts of the GKNP has
badly impacted water security, particularly within
the Nymboida and Blicks River catchments that
supply the Coffs and Clarence Valley LGAs with
drinking water, requiring the installation of a
$65 million water filtration plant near Grafton.
This logging has acted to destabilise and dry the
regional climate through the loss, degradation
and fragmentation of tens of thousands of
hectares of public forests causing landscape-
scale desiccation of key water supply areas.




Lengthy history of the ALP

Including legitimate plantations within formal
conservation reserves for the maintenance of
connectivity and reserve integrity.

Plantation establishment on the North Coast
has had a chequered history. Many of the
plantations within the proposed GKNP were of
Flooded Gum, established on sites originally
occupied by Lowland Rainforest, an Endangered
Ecological Community. These plantations were
established as a potential pulpwood resource
for a proposed paper mill on the Bellinger River.
The paper mill did not proceed and most of the
privately owned plantations were acquired by the
NSW Government as a supplementary saw log
resource. Flooded gum is a low-quality sawlog,
but a preferred Koala feed tree species.

Over the last 40 years a broad range of
plantations have been incorporated into the
formal conservation reserve system on the North

Delivering a truly “World Class” Great Koala National Park

Coast by the ALP. This has been done because

of the connectivity and habitat values of these
plantations and to ensure good conservation
outcomes from protecting the integrity of
vegetation cover in the landscape and to
complement the conservation management of
adjacent and proximate areas of native vegetation
within the reserve system.

Notable and relevant examples of the reservation
of plantations for conservation outcomes include
extensive areas of Bongil Bongil National Park
(for Koala conservation outcomes at the centre of
the GKNP), Nightcap National Park (for Albert’s
Lyrebird conservation outcomes) and-Toonumbar
National Parks (both Gondwana Rainforests of
Australia World Heritage properties).

Ashley Love (January 2026)




Sector values

Maintaining values needed for a gazettal of a truly
world class conservation reserve

Due to the size and diversity of public Sectors are addressed in a clockwise sequence
landholdings within the footprint of the GKNP from the northeast to the northwest quadrants
and the magnitude of conservation improvements of the GKNP. A number of key case studies
needing to be made to the current iteration of the are included detailing how a World Class
reserve in order to deliver a World Class reserve, conservation reserve can be achieved by the
there is a need to subdivide or segment the entire NSW Government in their impending gazettal
footprint into smaller sectors or precincts. These of the GKNP.

are listed and then further detailed below.

Sector 1 Conglomerate and Wedding Bells (SIMP Catchments)

Sector 2 Orara East, Lower Bucca and Bruxner Park (SIMP Catchments)

Sector 3 Largest Koala population in NSW (Orara West/Pine Creek/
Tuckers Nob)

Sector 4 Bellinger-Nambucca Lowlands (Gladstone, Newry and Tarkeeth)

Sector 5 Wild Cattle Creek (Coffs-Clarence Regional Drinking Water
Supply)

Sector 6 Clouds Creek (Coffs-Clarence Regional Drinking Water Supply)

Sector 7 Ellis (Coffs-Clarence Regional Drinking Water Supply)

Isolated or small blocks Ingalba/Tamban/Hyland
needing inclusion in GKNP

Delivering a truly “World Class” Great Koala National Park Ashley Love (January 2026) 9



Sector 1

Conglomerate and Wedding Bells State Forests
(Solitary Islands Marine Park Catchments)

Values

These State Forests support what are among the
richest and most biodiverse tall Eucalypt forests
on Earth. These public native forests mostly drain
into and provide key catchment functions for
some of the largest estuarine Sanctuary Zones
of the nationally significant Solitary Islands
Marine Park in the Corindi River. The forests of
the Upper Corindi Valley within Conglomerate
State Forest are the habitat of approximately 30
microbat species, with around 10 of those listed
as Threatened Species. This is an astonishing
diversity, representing approximately 1/3 of all
Australia’s 77 known microbat species. Most

are hollow-dependent and part of a large list of
hollow-dependent threatened species known
from these public native forests.

These public native forests are also among the
best hotspots for Threatened and Endemic

plant species within the entire GKNP. Various
Nationally-listed threatened plant species such as
the Endangered Moonee Quassia and Vulnerable
Orara Boronia have stronghold populations within
Conglomerate State Forest.

Delivering a truly “World Class” Great Koala National Park

Conglomerate and Wedding Bells State Forests
provide the only connectivity between the
extensive forests and reserves of the Orara Valley
and the coastal protected habitats of Yuraygir
National Park, Garby and Moonee Beach Nature
Reserves, the Coffs Coast Regional Park and the
Solitary Islands Marine Park.

Excluding large swathes of native forest (much
falsely alleged to be plantation*) and actual
plantation within Conglomerate and Wedding
Bells State Forest from the GKNP and allowing
ongoing clearfell logging and blanket spraying
(with a blend of herbicides harmful to aquatic life),
badly fragments and degrades the integrity and
function of the GKNP and creates serious ongoing
impacts upon and harms to the conservation
values of the nationally significant Solitary Islands
Marine Park.

* Extensive areas of native forest within Conglomerate

State Forest were bulldozed in the 1970s resulting in dense
regeneration of a high diversity of native tree species (due to
the original forests being extremely diverse Eucalypt forests).
These areas were falsely categorised as “plantation” and
clearfelled by FCNSW in 2023 and 2024 (Figure 2). Following
clearfell these native forests were burned and sprayed with a

mix of herbicides, causing major catchment degradation and
weed infestations.

Ashley Love (January 2026) 10



Figure 2: Conglomerate State Forest, April 2023
(Logged under ALP Government)
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Sector 2

Orara East and Lower Bucca State Forests including
Bruxner Park Flora Reserve (Solitary Islands Marine
Park Catchments)

Values

The coastal forests along the Northern Beaches of
Coffs Harbour within Orara East State Forest are
the only significant north-south forested corridor
within this part of the GKNP. With extensive areas
of Coastal Floodplain and Lowland Rainforest
Endangered Ecological Communities and the
habitats of numerous Threatened Species all
compartments within Orara East State Forest
have significant conservation values. These
forests mostly drain into the Solitary Islands
Marine Park through short coastal catchments
with intensive horticulture and urban sprawl along
much of the coastline. Recent extensive clearfell
logging of Orara East (including of native forest
areas and Endangered Ecological Communities)
and blanket spraying with herbicides has
adversely impacted upon the catchment of

Case studies 1+ 2

1. Orara East Compartments 22 + 23

This area was mapped within a 2023 FCNSW
Harvest Plan as mostly native forest (with smaller
areas of “plantation” some of which were actually
Lowland Rainforest and Swamp Sclerophyll
Forest on Coastal Floodplain Endangered
Ecological Communities).

The Harvest Plan maps areas of Lowland
Rainforest, Subtropical Coastal Floodplain Forest,
Swamp Sclerophyll Forest on Coastal Floodplain
and Swamp Oak Forest on Coastal Floodplain.
These native forests and interspersed areas of
“plantation” sustain the estuarine Sanctuary
Zones in the Moonee Creek section of the
Solitary Islands Marine Park.

Delivering a truly “World Class” Great Koala National Park

Sanctuary Zones in the Moonee Creek estuary
section of the Solitary Islands Marine Park.

The current map of the GKNP excludes a
significant proportion of Orara East State Forest
along the Northern Beaches of Coffs Harbour.
This creates major breaks in the connectivity of
the reserve and degrades the integrity, continuity
and function of the reserve. All these public
lands must be managed for their conservation
values within the GKNP particularly to prevent
degradation from clearfell logging and impacts
of herbicide application on the Solitary Islands
Marine Park. Two case studies are provided
below of major conservation values being
excluded from the GKNP and the current design
and configuration of the reserve not delivering
World Class conservation outcomes.

Field surveys of these forests in 2024 made
records of the Vulnerable Yellow-bellied Glider
and Powerful Owl and documented significant
evidence of high levels of Koala use and
occupation. Small areas of old growth forest
and individual old growth trees are scattered
throughout these native forests; all these values
are currently excluded from the GKNP.

Critical Connectivity Functions of this area
for the integrity and viability of the GKNP

This block of public forest estate is the only
north-south forest connectivity between the
Orara East/Lower Bucca State Forests and
Conglomerate/Wedding Bells State Forests
and Sherwood Nature Reserve parts of the
GKNP and must be conserved to ensure the
function and integrity of the GKNP as a
World Class conservation reserve.

Ashley Love (January 2026) 12



Case study 1

SAEBBHIRE
BEACH

2. Bruxner Park Flora Reserve

Despite having extensive areas of old growth
forest and Lowland Rainforest Endangered
Ecological Community, the habitats of numerous
Threatened Species (a stronghold for hollow-
dependent species) and being pivotal to the
connectivity of the GKNP from the coastal

Delivering a truly “World Class” Great Koala National Park

Ashley Love (January 2026)

SABBHIRE
BEACH

escarpment to Orara Valley forests, the entirety
of the Bruxner Park Flora Reserve has been
excluded from the GKNP. This large area of public
forest must be included in the GKNP because

of the exceptional conservation values and
connectivity functions that it provides.
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Sector 3

Biggest Coastal Koala population in NSW still
threatened by FCNSW logging (Pine Creek,
Orara West and Tuckers Nob State Forests).

Values

It is irrefutable that this landscape supports

the largest and most significant coastal Koala
population in NSW. The NSW Government
recognises this with declarations of Assets of
Intergenerational Significance for Koalas across
this landscape. The majority of State Forest
tenure across this landscape is currently excluded
from the GKNP, much is scheduled and approved
for clearfell logging or being actively clearfell
logged (Pine Creek State Forest compartments
4,5,6). This is causing and will continue to cause
major negative impacts on the hundreds of
Koalas known to be dependent upon these public
forests, will harm and damage the integrity of
the conservation reserve and will cause ongoing
conflicts with conservation management of the
GKNP.

The "Forest Bridge” proposal addresses many of
these concerns and conflicts, but does not cover
Orara West State Forest and some parts of Pine
Creek and Tuckers Nob State Forest critical to the
stability, function and intergenerational viability
of the globally significant Koala population known
to be entirely dependent upon the maintenance
of existing forest cover across this landscape.

All forested public lands in this landscape must
remain forested in order to sustain the Koala
population and in order to deliver a World Class
conservation reserve. Pine Creek and Tuckers
Nob State Forests must be conserved in entirety
at the very heart of the GKNP.

%
"

V. BGARFS-HARBOUR A\
) |
State. ... . o) L

Y

Forest

M.

Orara West
J"State Forest

Tuckers Nob

State Forest ‘ *

b
*__;:!:' 9,'\411‘1 !..J'.L

ekl BET Y 5o f S
palo W !] A
|—‘J ) OA'M Bl

7. BOAMBEEE.
¥ DORRIGO '

National Z

Park NeverNever I{— ﬂ"ﬁé*rr iL
NG L NG

State Fd‘:eg |11 # ‘;;f'. N .I"‘r}ﬂ Park

uancs
Pine Creek
State Forest

Delivering a truly “World Class” Great Koala National Park Ashley Love (January 2026) 15



RUFANNNNN\SN /%

Sector 4

Bellinger-Nambucca lowlands
(Newry, Gladstone and Tarkeeth State Forests)

Values

The rich, fertile, warm and productive lowlands
of the Bellinger, Kalang and Nambucca Valleys
are heavily fragmented by coastal residential
and agricultural development with Gladstone,
Newry and Tarkeeth State Forests containing
most of the forest cover and remnant native
vegetation across this landscape. All remaining
forest cover is required to be maintained across
this landscape to ensure connectivity and to
underpin the integrity of the GKNP and to enable
the stabilisation and recovery of populations of
the many Threatened Species dependent upon
this landscape.

Gladstone, Newry and Tarkeeth State Forests
provide key vegetated linkages and corridors
between the existing conservation reserves
including Ganay, Jaaningga and Bollanolla Nature
Reserves (all presently covered by a single NPWS
Plan of Management).

Extensive clearfell logging of “plantation™ by
FCNSW (much of it actually native forest) has
occurred within Newry and Tarkeeth State
Forests in recent years.

Case study 3

Gladstone SF (Compartments 27, 28, 33)

A Harvest Plan approved and publicly released

by FCNSW in 2025 contains maps indicating
relatively limited areas of Eucalypt plantation
within a significantly larger area of native forest
(copies of Harvest Plan and Plantation Map
below). These public native forests are habitat to
Endangered Koala and Vulnerable Yellow-bellied
Glider and provide key connectivity for the GKNP,
yet have been excluded from the GKNP and are
approved for imminent industrial logging.

# In circumstances similar to those at Conglomerate State Forest (as detailed for Sector 1) extensive areas of native forest near the
Kalang River within Newry State Forest were bulldozed by the Forestry Commission in the 1970s, resulting in dense regeneration
of native Eucalypt forest communities. These native forest communities were all alleged by FCNSW to be “plantation” and were
extensively clearfell logged, along with areas of legitimate Eucalypt plantation in 2023 and 2024, resulting in landscape-scale
deforestation and the fragmentation and degradation of a diversity of coastal lowland vegetation communities including areas of
Endangered Ecological Community near Pickett Hill Creek and the Kalang River estuary.
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N \\ 7y V=EERNEANN NN\ N
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Sector 5

Wild Cattle Creek State Forest (Coffs-Clarence
regional water supply catchment)

Values

Wild Cattle Creek State Forest is a landscape
with globally significant ancient Gondwanan
forests of Outstanding Universal Value warranting
inclusion within the World Heritage estate. It
links the Dorrigo and New England National

Park Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World
Heritage Areas with the Mt Hyland Nature
Reserve World Heritage

Wild Cattle Creek State Forest is a major
component of the drinking water supply
catchment for the $190 million Coffs-Clarence
Regional Water Supply Scheme. Because of
recent declines in water quality due to landscape-
scale industrial logging and extensive clearfelling
there is now a need to install a >$65 million water
filtration plant near Grafton.

The forests of Wild Cattle Creek State Forest

are known to provide habitat for the greatest
diversity of Threatened Frog species of any
similarly sized landscape in Australia, almost

all of which are ancient Gondwanan species
identified as key Outstanding Universal Values
of the Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World
Heritage property. A plethora of ancient and
relictual species occupy the forests of Wild Cattle
Creek State Forest, many of which have declined
in recent years as a consequence of landscape-

T H
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scale logging and the fires of Black Spring (2019).
Any further loss of forest cover in this landscape
compounds the existing forest degradation and
will likely accelerate the decline of Threatened
Species populations.

Old growth forest within a major Koala Hub

at Wild Cattle Creek State Forest was illegally
logged and cleared and giant trees were illegally
killed by Forestry Corporation in multiple
locations across Wild Cattle Creek State Forest
in several bouts of criminal offending from 2019
until 2022; a sentencing decision in the Land
and Environment Court is imminent for the
most recent of these crimes involving the illegal
destruction of 18 giant and hollow-bearing old
growth trees.

In 2022 Forestry Corporation was found to

have clearfelled 68 hectares of native forest
(fraudulently alleged to be “plantation”) including
a substantial proportion of a mapped Koala Hub
within Wild Cattle Creek State Forest.

Almost half of Wild Cattle Creek State Forest
has been excluded from the GKNP and is subject
to ongoing extensive clearfell logging and
broadscale herbicide spraying, risking further
major contamination of and degradation to the
drinking water supply for over 100 000 residents
from Sawtell to lluka.
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Sector 6

Clouds Creek State Forest (Coffs-Clarence
regional water supply catchment)

Values

Clouds Creek State Forest is a landscape with
globally significant ancient Gondwanan forests
of Outstanding Universal Value warranting
inclusion within the World Heritage estate. It
links the Dorrigo and New England National
Park Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World
Heritage Areas with the Mt Hyland Nature
Reserve World Heritage

Clouds Creek State Forest is a major component
of the drinking water supply catchment for the
$190 million Coffs-Clarence Regional Water

Case study 4

Small failed Dunn’s White Gum plantations
in Clouds Creek State Forest compartments
48-55 totally surrounded by the GKNP

Five small blocks of failed Dunns White Gum
plantation are excluded from the GKNP within
compartments 48—-55 between the Blicks River
and Billys Creek. These failed plantations are

a major distance from any main roads and are
entirely surrounded by globally significant

native forests being reserved within the GKNP.
This exclusion has occurred despite these

forests having globally significant populations

of Endangered Hastings River Mouse, Greater
Glider, Koala, Spotted-tailed Quoll and the

Giant Barred and Stuttering Frog and Vulnerable
Parma Wallaby, Masked Owl, Sooty Owl, Glossy
Black Cockatoo and Green-thighed Frog. There
is absolutely no economic value in these failed
Eucalypt plantations, they have substantial
ecological and municipal water supply values and
the fact that they are totally surrounded by native
forests being protected within the GKNP means
that any mechanical clearing and poisoning of
these plantations by FCNSW will cause major
and unacceptable impacts within the surrounding
conservation reserve.
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Supply Scheme. Because of recent declines in
water quality due to landscape-scale industrial
logging and extensive clearfelling there is now a
need to install a >$65 million water filtration plant
near Grafton.

Clouds Creek State Forest is a major stronghold
for hollow-dependent threatened species such as
the Endangered Greater Glider and Spotted-tailed
Quoll and a host of other Threatened Species
such as the Endangered Hastings River Mouse
and the Vulnerable Parma Wallaby occupy much
of this landscape.
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Sector 7

Ellis State Forest (Coffs-Clarence regional water

supply catchment)

Values

Ellis State Forest is a landscape with globally
significant ancient Gondwanan forests of
Outstanding Universal Value warranting

inclusion within the World Heritage estate. It

links the Dorrigo and New England National

Park Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World
Heritage Areas with the Mt Hyland Nature
Reserve World Heritage Area (forming the eastern
boundary of the Mt Hyland WHA).

Ellis State Forest is a major component of the
drinking water supply catchment for the $190

Case study 5

Ellis State Forest compartments 50-57

A large block of public native forest in Ellis State
Forest (approximately 5 x 3km in size) extending
from Dundurrabin Village to near the eastern
boundary of the Mt Hyland Nature Reserve World
Heritage Area has been excluded from the GKNP.
This block of public forest is known to be the
habitat for around 30 Threatened Species and

is the only east-west corridor connecting the
Dorrigo, New England and Mt Hyland Gondwana
WHAs. This significant block of public land
connects the riparian forests of the Blicks River to
the Guy Fawkes gorges and is of extremely high
significance as an altitudinal migration corridor
from the lower elevation riverine gorges to the
cool temperate mountain tops of Mt Hyland.

Delivering a truly “World Class” Great Koala National Park

million Coffs-Clarence Regional Water Supply
Scheme. Because of recent declines in water
quality due to landscape-scale industrial logging
and extensive clearfelling there is now a need to
install a >$65 million water filtration plant near
Grafton.
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Isolated or small blocks of
High Conservation Value

excluded from

Ingalba State Forest Values

A block of Ingalba State Forest providing the only
forested linkages from Yarriabini National Park

to Ngambaa Nature Reserve has been excluded
from the GKNP. There are substantial blocks of
native vegetation interspersed with Eucalypt
plantations in this part of Ingalba State Forest
with over 1/3 of this area containing native forest
cover that has been excluded from the GKNP.

This block of forest is part of a landscape sacred
for the Dunggirr (Koala) with cultural values to the
Gumbaynggirr, Ngambaa and Dunghutti peoples
and it supports a resident Koala population.
Because of this it must be incorporated into the
GKNP.
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Tamban State Forest Values

An isolated section of Tamban State Forest

containing riparian and floodplain native forests

(including a significant length of Collombatti

Creek) and dry sclerophyll forests interspersed - ' s@itliion

with young plantations has been excluded ‘ 8,5
from the GKNP. These native forests connect ‘ ‘ QitStaion-..
the Skillion and Yarravel Nature Reserves with

the extensive wetlands of the Macleay River

floodplain, playing a valuable role in fisheries

productivity and habitat connectivity across the SNARiGHI
fertile lowlands of the Macleay River. AetmErystion N
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Isolated or small blocks of High Conservation
Value excluded from the GKNP (cont.)

Hyland State Forest Values T HYLAND W
. Nature Resgele®
(Coffs—Clarence regional water e b

supply catchment)

An isolated block of Hyland State Forest is about ,
half native forest with areas of old growth New Hyland -
England Blackbutt forest likely supporting a Smte:
population of Endangered Greater Glider. This Fore#
block of forest is part of a corridor of vegetation :
extending from Mt Hyland Nature Reserve
Gondwana WHA across the Blicks River to the
Upper Nymboida River and the New England
> National Park Gondwana WHA mostly across
private property. Various streams arise as springs
within this section of Hyland State Forest,
providing reliable baseflow to the Blicks River
(via Pinch Creek) and the Coffs—Clarence
Regional Water Supply. Because of these values
this part of Mt Hyland State Forest must be
included within the GKNP.
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Appendix 1: GKNP map released January 2026
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Appendix 2: GKNP released 7 September 2025
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